ELSENHAM VILLAGE HISTORY SOCIETY

MINUTES OF MEETING 13" MARCH 2024

Those Present:

Ray Franklin
Chairman

Dave Verlander
Ronald Howden
Keith Hunt

Sue Beeston

Vic Dowsett

D R Elder

Anne Player

Tony Bailey

Pat Costello

P Richardson
Lynda Jolly
Graham Hebenton
Prof. Anthony White

Apologies:
lan Jackson

Diane Bush
Eileen Kay

MEMORIAL HALL ELSENHAM

Paul Salvidge

Mike Rea

Carol Wylde

Jill Hunt

John Beeston
Tim Snow

Sue Waite
Tricia Holyomes
Kevin Wood
Chris Costello
Therese Clear
Chris Rippingale
Ann Hebenton
Anne White

Moyra Jackson
Margaret Shaw

Heather Salvidge

Margaret Rea
Roger Kendrick
Brenda Davidson
Roger Clark
Phyllis Clark
Chris Waite
Lynda Bowcock
Valerie Austin

C Richardson
Doug Stephenson
Jessica Lynch
Ron Blackmore
Soraya Bamber

Chris Bush
Trevor Hackett

1. The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed those present to the

meeting

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting 08" November 2023

The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

Our thanks go to Carol Wylde who has kindly donated a new minute book.

3. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
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4. Annual General Meeting

The Secretary opened the Annual General Meeting.

The Chairman presented a review of the Society’s activities over the
past year.

The Treasurer presented the Society accounts for the year 2022.
Secretary’s Note: Copies of the Chairman’s Remarks and the Society
Accounts will be distributed to members with these minutes.
Invitations were extended for nominations for the posts of Chairman,
Vice Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary.

There were no nominations for these posts so the incumbents will
serve for another year.

Invitations were extended for nominations for the Committee

vacancies.

There were no other volunteers so one committee position remains
vacant.

Officers of the Society for 2024/5 are as follows:

Ray Franklin — Chairman

Dave Verlander — Vice Chairman

Paul Salvidge — Treasurer

Mike Rea — Secretary

Chris Bush — Committee and Webmaster
Heather Salvidge — Committee

Tony Bailey — Committee

Vacancy — Committee

David Verlander was, with the agreement of members present, asked
to continue to serve as the Society’s representative to the ECA.

There being no other matters raised by the members present the Annual
General Meeting was closed and business reverted to the main agenda.
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5. Speaker, Ray Franklin

Ray started his talk by explaining that like so many other places in Britain,
the first mention of Elsenham or Aelsenham as it was then recorded, was
in the Domesday Book dating back to 1086. This referred to Merwen, a
free woman who held the settlement as a Manor. Her tenure swiftly came
to an end following the Norman invasion of 1066 when the first Lordship
of the Manor was given to Baron Monfiquet (Robert Gernon). There then
followed a succession of Lords of the Manor until the last, Sir Walter
Gilbey who died in 1914.

Sir Walter moved to the village in1878 and opened the Jam Factory, later
Elsenham Fine Foods, and the Lavender Fields, all to give employment to
local people.

St Mary’s, the church we know today was built in 1110 on a slight rise
overlooking the settlement probably on the site of an older Saxon
Church. Of note is the South door lintel comprised of a slab that once
adorned the grave of a Knight Templar, this dates from about 1230. In
the window to the south of the chancel is a piece of ancient glass
depicting the head of a leopard.

At some point in the 17t or 18" centuries the centre of the village moved
from its long held place in the valley of the Stansted Brook to the area
of Elsenham Cross where may be found the 18" century Crown Inn,
originally the Rose and Crown and several 18" century cottages. Just
down the road may be found the 16" century Elsenham Place.

In 1845 the railway came to town when the Eastern Counties Railway
opened a station in Robin Hood Road. The station was moved to its
present location in 1860 as the trains of the day had problems starting on
the stiff gradient and sometimes running away down the hill due to poor
brakes!

Around 1895 Sir Walter Gilbey started building Park Road. Following the
death of his wife in 1896, Sir Walter erected the Pump House in her
memory and erected gates across the then limit of building on Park Road.
Beyond the gates, the road was extended so that Sir Walter had a more
direct route to the station. The canopy of the waiting room on the London
platform was also extended over the tracks so that Sir Walter didn’t get
wet boarding his train in the rain. The canopy was cut back to its current
size in 1986 to allow for the electrification of the line.

Around 1895, Sir Walter with George Lees of Thaxted and others
proposed a light railway branchline to Thaxted. Eventually after several
setbacks the line opened in 1913. It was quite successful for some years
but eventually, declining passenger numbers and freight led to its final
closure in 1953.
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Following this necessarily brief look at the major events of the last 800
years or so, Ray went on to talk about the many shops and businesses
that used to be in Elsenham, including greengrocers, butchers,
ironmongers and latterly a mini Supermarket and Fish & Chip shop.

Talking about the population, Ray noted that in 1871 the population of
Elsenham was 460. 80 years later in 1951 the population had risen to
598, still not a large number. Over the next twenty five years or so, mains
water was introduced to all areas of the village and mains sewage was
laid in doing away with the plethora of septic tanks and cess pits around
the village. Around this time it was noted that the last barrier to
development had been lifted and indeed in 2024, 2,700 people were on
the electoral roll which with their children means a population of over
3000.

Ray concluded his talk with question and answer session.

6. Open Forum and Any Other Business

6.1 St Mary’s Christmas Tree Festival

The theme for this year’s tree was “Faces From The “Past’, a
celebration of past residents of the village. It was well received and
our thanks go to Heather Salvidge, Diane Bush and Brenda Davidson
who did a grand job of decorating the tree.

6.2 Elsenham Croake

As was mentioned last time, a letter was sent to the planning
authorities but unfortunately there has been no response. We did
however receive a reply from the Elsenham Parish Council

6.3 Website Support

Our webmaster Chris Bush, does a very good job of collecting
material to load onto our web pages keeping it both fresh and
informative. When things go wrong however, there is a another layer
of technical support behind Chris to fix the problems. We have been
extremely fortunate that this technical support has been offered on a
voluntary basis to date but the gentleman in question is now looking
to retire. If any member, or anyone you know has the technical skills
to help and might be persuaded to assist, would they please let the
Secretary know.
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Secretary’s Note: Following the meeting, Chris Rippingale, a
professional software engineer and new member of EVHS offered his
services. Our thanks go to Chris for stepping into this role.

6.4 Teas and Coffees

Our thanks go this evening to Sue Waite and her helpers who kindly
brewed the teas and coffees.

7. Date of Next Meeting

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 12" June 2024 . Our speaker
will be Richard Till who will tell the “Story of the Grand Old Duke of
York and his Embarrassing Mistress”.

ENDS

Minutes Agreed: .........ooiiiiiiii e June 2024
Ray Franklin — Chairman

Chairman’s Report 2024

Another year has passed, where did it go? | looked behind our settee but it
was not there.

We have continued to assist People, Association & Clubs by giving Talks &
helping with genealogy research. Not just in Elsenham but we have also
assisted local bodies further afield. Herts & Essex Hospital being one of the
latest where we supplied information and Photos showing their
development.

Our Web Site continues to grow. Thanks to the sterling work done by Chris
Bush in addition to adding to our photo gallery he wore his fingers down
typing the latest published Census for Elsenham. Thanks Chris for all you
have done. The opinion has been expressed by other History Societies that
our Web Site is the best. | completely agree. Tonight we welcome Gerry
Sandford from Weston-Super-Mare. He is studying his Family Tree. |
mention him because his story perfectly illustrates the value of our Web
Site. He has been able to trace his ancestors and much more by going to
www. elsenham-history.co.uk.
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The ever-expanding photo archive continues to grow. To night | was given
photos and further information on our Village Pantomime Society.

| am grateful to our Secretary Mike, who in addition to allowing the
Committee to meet in his home. Runs our Meetings here and continues to
source and book our Speakers.

Our finances continue to be organised by Paul Salvidge. In his position as
our Treasurer he makes sure we run a tight ship.

| am proud to have been your Chairman. It is a privilege to work alongside
the other Committee members. | thank them all for their hard work. I also
thank you all for coming along and making all so worthwhile. THANK
YOU.

Ray Franklin-Chairman.
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