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ELSENHAM VILLAGE HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 12th June 2024 
 

MEMORIAL HALL ELSENHAM 
 
 
 

Those Present: 
 

Ray Franklin 
Chairman 

Mike Rea Margaret Rea 

Dave Verlander Chris Bush Diane Bush 

Lynda Jolly Carol Wylde Brian Tulley 

Lynda Dunn Campbell Dunn Brenda Davidson 

Sue Beeston John Beeston Doug Stephenson 

Lynda Bowcock Tim Snow Kevin Wood 

Valerie Austin Sue Waite Chris Waite 

Anne Player Tricia Holyomes Tony Bailey 

Pat Costello Chris Costello Anne White 

Tony White   

 
 
Apologies: 
  

Paul Salvidge Heather Salvidge Jill Hunt 

Keith Hunt Roger Clark Phyllis Clark 

Anne Hebenton Sue Johnson Therese Clear 

Roger Kendrick Ian Jackson Moyra Jackson 

Ian Beeston Jean Beeston Keith Merrifield 

Trevor Hackett Do Hackett  

 
 
1. The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed those present to the  

meeting including our speaker for the evening Richard Till 
 
 
2. Minutes of the Last Meeting 13th March 2024 

 
The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
 

3. Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 

 
 
 



 

Page 2 of 4 

5. Speaker, Richard Till 
 
Richard Till was this evening’s speaking, his subject, Frederic, Duke of 
York and the Mary Ann Clark scandal. 
 
Richard introduced the talk by saying that by and large the 18th century 
was fairly boring except for the personal relationships between notable 
people. He said much of the talk would be illustrated by contemporary 
cartoons depicting these events as cartoons then were exempt from the 
strict libel laws. 
 
Mary  Wolstencroft was an early feminist and she stated what  people 
were thinking at the time.  That is, Britain was largely corrupt, served by a 
Parliament that represented a mere 2% of the population. Men had a 
public school education and the right to power including power over 
women entrenching the view that men were powerful and rational whilst 
women were weak and emotional. 
 
George III was the first Hanoverian King born in England and “gloried in 
the name of Britain”. He was active in politics and favoured the Tories 
who accepted that the monarch could play an active role in politics. The 
Whig opposition as may be imagined were totally opposed to this view. 
 
Frederic, Duke of York was George IIIs second son and favourite helping 
to run the King’s Hanoverian possessions and marrying Princess 
Frederica of Prussia, daughter of the King of Prussia. In 1795, at the age 
of 32, he was promoted to the rank of Field Marshall and given control of 
the army. He set about reform of the organisation that up to this time had 
been run very much to the benefit of the “Old Boys Network” which did not 
make for the best of officers being put in charge. He set up Sandhurst 
College to properly train officers and also the  Chelsea Pensioners so that 
ex-soldiers were looked after when they left the army. 
 
As mentioned previously the 18th century was a time of scandal and loose 
morals. George IIIs brothers and sons, other than Federic were all 
dissolute. Frederic did have mistresses but was very discreet. 
 
Enter Mary Ann Clarke. She came from a relatively poor background, 
married at a young age and was divorced not long after. Following divorce 
she became a high class prostitute and worked her way up within society 
until she met Frederic. For a while everything was fine until the Duke 
‘forgot’ to pay the rent. Mary retaliated by taking up with young officers 
who, for a fee, she would arrange promotion. This is it was said, was 
arranged by pinning their name to the bedhead. The cartoonists of the 
time suggested that young men were flocking to her seeking promotion, 
most of whom were unsuitable for any sort of career in the army. The 
upshot was that army officers were not up to the job and all the good work 
setting up proper training regimes was undone. 
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The Duke’s alleged activities became more widely known and in 1806, 
knowing he was in trouble, he cut his ties with Mrs Clark paying her £400 
p.a. (c. £150K today) to keep quiet. This she did not do and indeed wrote 
a book about the whole affair which the Duke bought out and buried every 
copy. This so-called military leapfrog undermined the Dukes reputation as 
a reformer and made the army ineffective. Pamphlets were published 
accusing him and the army of corruption which in the end were to force 
his resignation. 
 
A Major in the army wrote to the papers complaining that he had been 
overlooked for promotion to Colonel. Having served with distinction he 
had been bypassed by forty younger captains none of whom had his 
experience. This led to a parliamentary commission that heard some very 
damaging evidence of corruption not only in the army but elsewhere. It 
was said that seats in Parliament were being bought and sold. A vote 
narrowly saved the Duke of York but he resigned anyway falling on his 
father’s mercy to be reinstated at a later date 
 
It was never clear whether there had in fact been the level of corruption 
cited. The Tories had argued that “dissatisfaction with the King will lead to 
the overthrow of the constitution. If the King be cast to the ground, 
domestic life will perish!” The Whigs responded by saying “let the people 
look at it, private rights become a public curse. Undue influence robs the 
people of their political rights.  The vote is a birthright not a tradition or 
custom or privilege.” 
 
There followed a question and answer session in which it was suggested 
that the nursery rhyme about the 10,000 men might be a lesson in futility. 
 
 

6. Open Forum and Any Other Business 
 
 

6.1 Website Support 
 
It was noted at the last meeting that we were looking for a volunteer to 
look after the more technical aspects of the website when things go 
awry. 
 
Following the meeting, Chris Rippingale, a professional software 
engineer and new member of EVHS offered his services. Our thanks 
go to Chris for stepping into this role. 
 
 

6.2 Elsenham Fete 
 
We will have a stand at the Fete this year but whereabouts is not 
known at present. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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6.3 Teas and Coffees 
 
Our thanks go this evening to Sue & Chris Waite, Lynda Bowcock and 
Lynda Jolly who kindly brewed the teas and coffees. 
 

 
7. Date of Next Meeting 

 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 11th September 2024 . Our 
speaker will be Alex Froggatt from Sworders who will speak about 
Antique Glass. 
 

 
 
ENDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes Agreed: ……………………………………. ..…… September 2024  
    Ray Franklin - Chairman 


