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ELSENHAM VILLAGE HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 11th September 2024 
 

MEMORIAL HALL ELSENHAM 
 
 
 

Those Present: 
 

Ray Franklin 
Chairman 

Mike Rea Margaret Rea 

Paul Salvidge Heather Salvidge Dave Verlander 

Chris Bush Diane Bush Vic Dowsett 

Lynda Jolly Carol Wylde Brian Tulley 

Sue Johnson Peter Johnson Brenda Davidson 

Steve Hardy Julie Hardy Doug Stephenson 

Lynda Bowcock Tim Snow Kevin Wood 

Valerie Austin Sue Waite C. Richardson 

Anne Player Tricia Holyomes Tony Bailey 

Reg Butcher Anne Hebenton Graham Hebenton 

Alan Hathaway Gill Hathaway Karen George-Lafferty 

Keith Hunt Jill Hunt  

 
 
 
Apologies: 
  

Roger Clarke Phyllis Clarke Therese Clear 

Campbell  Dunn Lynda Dunn  

Jean Beeston Ian Beeston  

   

 
 
 
1. The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed those present to the  

meeting including our speaker for the evening Alex Froggatt. 
 
 
2. Minutes of the Last Meeting 12th June 2024 

 
The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
 

3. Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
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5. Speaker, Alex Froggatt 
 
Alex introduced himself as an Auctioneer and Valuer from local firm  
Sworders, originally from Stourbridge in the West Midlands, he noted that 
this was an early centre of English glass production. 
 
Before this in the early 17th century Venice was producing some very 
delicate glassware. Made from soda ash the glass produced was 
somewhat cloudy and ways were sought to make it clearer. Around 1675 
it was discovered that adding lead oxide to the glass made it crystal clear 
hence the term lead crystal. 
 
Early in the 18th century heavier glasses were being made in England 
typically 250mm / 10” tall although the actual cup would only be around a 
third of this, say 75mm / 3”. Glass capacity was quite small as at this time 
it was the custom to fill glasses to the brim and the contents “downed in 
one”! Wine quality in this period was relatively poor and full of sediment so 
by the mid-18th century decanters were coming into fashion. They tended 
to be made with a wide bottom offering a large surface area allowing ice 
to be packed around them to chill the contents if required. To go with the 
decanters there were various accessories offered such as glass funnels 
and filters. 
 
In 1746 the glass tax was introduced charged on the weight of glass 
bought. Producers consequently made their glasses lighter to keep prices 
down. This gave the Irish makers an advantage as the tax didn’t apply 
there and saw the start of firms like Waterford Crystal  that are still in 
business today. A side effect of the glass tax was that windows in houses 
got smaller to save money hence the term “daylight robbery”. 
 
Later on decorative glass became fashionable, such as cameo glass 
where layers of different coloured glass are blown over each other and 
etched away to form a pattern. The inspiration for this was the Roman  
“Portland Vase” dating from the early first century AD. John Northwood 
was a glass worker, who was inspired by this early cameo glass to try 
new techniques for carving and etching glass. He made a copy of the 
Portland Vase (completed in 1876) after three years of working by hand 
using tools of his own design. Following this the Woodford brothers 
succeeded in making a piece of work  with five layers of glass. 
 
There followed a lively question and answer session that covered several 
topics, not just glass. 
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6. Open Forum and Any Other Business 
 

6.1 Photographs Wanted 
 
We are always on the lookout for photographs of Elsenham and the 
happenings therein. If you have any photographs you would like to 
share with us please let us know. They don’t have to be old photos 
necessarily, we are happy to accept pictures of more recent events, 
flower shows, fetes for example. 
Physical photos will be scanned and returned to owners maybe with 
extra copies as a thank you. With the owners permission and the 
usual acknowledgements, photos may well end up on the website if 
we get enough of a subject to warrant a new gallery. 
 
 

6.2 Broxted History 
 
On the 19th October, Alf Wright will be presenting a slide show of 
Broxted History in the Broxted Village Hall. Alf is a well known local 
historian and a good speaker so an entertaining evening can be 
expected. If you would like to go, [please get in touch with Roger 
Clarke.  
 
 

6.3 Teas and Coffees 
 
Our thanks go this evening to Sue & Chris Waite, Lynda Bowcock and 
Lynda Jolly who kindly brewed the teas and coffees. 
 

 
7. Date of Next Meeting 

 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 13th November 2024 . Our 
speaker will be Alan Taylor who will talk about the aftermath of WW1 
and hopefully an update on research for For The Duratiojn. 
 

 
 
ENDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes Agreed: ……………………………………. ..…… November 2024  
    Ray Franklin - Chairman 


