
Page 1 of 4 

ELSENHAM VILLAGE HISTORY SOCIETY 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 13th November 2024 
 

MEMORIAL HALL ELSENHAM 
 
 

Those Present: 
 

Ray Franklin 
Chairman 

Mike Rea Margaret Rea 

Paul Salvidge Heather Salvidge Dave Verlander 

Chris Bush Diane Bush Vic Dowsett 

Carol Wylde Sue Beeston John Beeston 

Trevor Hackett Do Hackett Doug Stephenson 

Reg Butcher Tricia Holyomes Kevin Wood 

Valerie Austin Graham Morland Jeremy Chrimes 

Anne Player Campbell Dunn Therese Clear 

Ann Hebenton Graham Hebenton Ian Jackson 

Keith Hunt Jill Hunt Gill Hathaway 

Alan Hathaway Chris Waite  

 
 
Apologies: 
  

Tony Bailey Lynda Jolly Sue Johnson 

Peter Johnson Roger Clark Phyllis Clark 

Tim Snow Keith Merrifield Roger Kendrick 

Lynda Dunn   

 
 
We welcome Graham Morland as a new member and Jeremy Chrimes a 
visitor from Australia. 
 
 
1. The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed those present to the  

meeting including our speaker for the evening Alan Taylor 
 
 
2. Minutes of the Last Meeting 11th September 2024 

 
The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
 

3. Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
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5. Speaker, Alan Taylor 
 
This is the fourth time that Alan has come to speak to us about World War 
One and it’s aftermath. Tonight he will be telling the story of “Harry’s War” 
and using it to suggest lines of inquiry that will reveal the true story when 
doing research. 
 
Alan started his talk by noting that  a search of WW1 on the internet will 
produce about  39 billion results and of these maybe 39 million will have 
useful or indeed accurate information. For context, it would take three 
lifetimes to look at all these sites. 
 
Harry was Second Lieutenant Harold Spencer Seabrook of the Sherwood 
Foresters. Alan showed website results that asserted that Harry  was 
killed at the Battle of Albert, part of the Somme campaign. In actual fact, 
he died at Richebourg l’Avoue some sixty miles north of Albert.  The 
moral of this tale?; don’t trust the internet! 
 
To get the true story go back to original sources, family records, letters, 
photos, medals etc. and local records in the form of school admission 
lists, Parish and County Records. Census records. ancestry and similar 
genealogy sites, regimental museums and the London Gazette are also 
useful sources. 
 
Then we can turn to Military records. The so-called “burnt” records are the 
records of every man who served in WW1 and were stored in a great 
warehouse in  London that  was bombed in WW2 destroying 80% of the 
contents including Medal Index cards and Officers’ Service Records but 
there is still some information available from this source. 
 
Another valuable resource are the Regimental War Diaries, an operational 
record generally written in pencil on translucent paper providing a real 
time account of the campaign.. These gave a detailed day to day 
statement of what the Unit / Regiment were doing. 
 
Alan passed out a copy of the actual War Diary of the 117th Infantry 
Brigade for July 12th 1916 together with a transcript. This gave an account 
of a raid on the German trenches led in part by Lt. Seabrook. Entering the 
German trenches at the head of his men he accounted for around 
fourteen of the enemy before being seriously wounded. The raiding party 
withdrew and Harry was posted missing in action and a telegram to this 
effect sent to his family. A few days later as more information became 
available, this was amended to Killed in Action. Harry Spencer Seabrook 
died six weeks after leaving England for France.  
  
The diaries are written in a very stark, matter of fact manner and today 
provide a very chilling read. 
 



Page 3 of 4 

Alan also provided other handouts that detailed the divisional orders for 
the raid and eyewitness accounts of the actual raid together with copies of 
the telegrams sent to the family. 
 
As part of the talk, Alan explained that the mapping system used to 
identify positions was based on the Belgian 1:40000 map series extended 
to cover the French theatre of war. Handing out a copy of the 
contemporary map, there followed a short lesson in map reading to 
demonstrate how the coordinate system used could identify accurate 
positions to within a few metres. Finally, Alan showed on a modern map 
the exact place Harry died at Richebourg l’Avoue next to a main road that 
still exists in the same place. 
 
There then followed a question and answer session. 
 
 

6. Open Forum and Any Other Business 
 

6.1 St Mary’s Christmas Tree Festival 
 
As usual, the society will be entering a tree in this year’s festival,  the 
general theme being  Wintery Weather and Elsenham. Heather 
Salvidge with Brenda Davidson and Diane Bush will be decorating the 
tree and setting it up in the church. They have produced some finely 
decorated trees over the year and I’m sure this one will be no 
different. Thank you. 
 

6.2 The Village Magazine 
 
We have within the society a collection of village magazines going 
back to the very first roneo’d foolscap pages produced in the 1970s.  
These forty odd years of newsletters and magazines contain a wealth 
of village history and we are looking at ways of preserving this data 
electronically. Since 2011 magazines have been produced in pdf 
format and we have a complete set of these up to the present issue. 
Although the earlier issues could be scanned we are thinking that a 
searchable database would be preferable but have no firm idea of 
how this might be achieved. The question then is can anyone help 
point us in the right direction? All help gratefully received. 
 

6.3 Society Visits 
 
Some time ago  we mooted a group visit to Saffron Walden Museum 
and or the Reserve Store at Shire Hill. At the time the cost was a flat 
£60 for a guided tour with refreshments (up to 20 people) plus £2.50 
per person admission working out at £8.50 per person if we get a 
party of ten.  
 
I will check current prices and availability and e-mail members with  
details. 
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6.3 Teas and Coffees 
 
Our thanks go this evening to Chris Waite, Brenda Davidson  and 
Diane Bush who kindly brewed our teas and coffees. 
 
 

7. Date of Next Meeting 
 
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 12the March 2025 and will 
include the AGM. Our speaker will be Chairman Ray Franklin who will 
tell the tale of St Mary’s Church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ENDS 
 
 
Minutes Agreed: ……………………………………. ..…… March 2025  
    Ray Franklin - Chairman 


